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Woodbrzdge CA 95258 1804

gg5-Delta Couficil A L
July 21,2010 -

Phll Isenberg

Chairman, Delta Stewardshlp Councﬂ
650 Capitol Mall, Fifth Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814 - - -

Dear Chairman Isenberg:

1 attended and submitted a prel’_im-inary statemeht to the first meeting o-f the Risk .
Reduction and Coequal Goals Workgroup on Thursday, July 8, 2010. Because of the short

notice provided, I was unable to have the statement reviewed by the Central Delta Water -

Agency Board of Directors, the Solith_-Del:'ta Water Agency Board of Directors and theSan -~ .

Joaguin:County Board of 'Supervi-so.rs, prior to the meeting.

‘In the mternm the statement has been rev1ewed by the- Central Delta and South
Delta Boards and you’ﬂ finda shghtly amended copy of that statement enclosed herew1th
The- San ]oaqum County is promdmg a separate more comprehenswe statement under the

signature of C. Mel Lytl:e., PhD, Water Resources Coordinator for the County_.

‘The short nonce promded for the second meetmg of the. Workgreu' wxh prevent me .

the opportunity to attend due to prevxous scheduhng conflicts. ‘Delta agenmes are eager, . . -

‘however, to help. formulate a rlsk reductlon plan for the Deita both on an mterlm and 10n° K o

term basis and wﬂl endeavor to stay engaged m the formulatlen of same The approach

outlined in the enclosed staterrent should prov1de a constructlve approach to addressmg

the problem and one that would emoy broad support -within the Delta. commumty
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" 1look forward to rééding‘subséqutant‘i drafts of };qul; Tritéfi’m Plaﬁ. : B

 Yoursverytruly,© L

 THOMAS M. ZUCKERMAN -

TMZ:csf ..
En‘dﬂosu«re

\/ Joe Grmdstaff Executlve Ofﬁcer Delta Stewardshlp Councxl L
Dante J: Nomellini, Sr., Central Delta Water Agency :
- John Herrick, South Delta Water Agency . - - ' _
C. Lytle ‘San Joaqum County Flood Control & Water Conservatxon sttrzc’t



DELTA STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL
RISK REDUCTION AND COEQUAL GOALS WORKGROUP
THURSDAY, July 8, 2010

Submitted by Thomas M. Zuckerman for the
Central and South Delta Water Agencies

This statement is limited to the topic of risk reduction which I understand to be
the focus of the first meeting and amends slightly the written statement presented at the

Workgroup meeting.

Historically, risk reduction programs in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta area
have been based upon local initiatives. The sponsors of most of the projects have either
been local reclamation districts.or county flood control districts, all of which have been
supported in various degrees by state and federal cost share programs. There is no
reason to believe that future projects would be improved by foregoing the local

initiative in favor of direct federal or state implemented projects.

There are, however, two important roles for the state and federal governments.

A. Flood Management Plan. Pursuant to SB 5 (Machado} and related state
legislation , the Department of Water Resources is currently developing a floed
management plan for the Central Valley of CaI:ifdrnia. This plan, once completed, should
describe the Design Flood, incorporating some assumptions about future climate
change. Based upon an adopted Design Flood, portions of historical flood plains and
current and new flood bypasses will be designated along with their utility for water
supply and environmental restoration. Local land use decisions will need to be

consistent with these designations.
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B. Cost Sharing. Here we are not writing on a “blank slate.” Existing cost sharing
programs have very effectively supported local reclamation districts and county flood
cont}“ol district projects. Reliable funding for cost sharing programs from the state and
federal governments are a necessary ingredient in this process. The local programs
understand the need to maintain levees at appropriate degrees of flood risk on all the
major islands within the Delta and its up-stream tributaries and the need to restore

levees in the event of failure.

The existing programs create an effective “prioritization” by limiting cost sharing
based upon the land uses within the levee systems. In other words, agricultural islands
are protected by “agricultural levees” whereas islands that protect urban population and
important infrastructure are protected by levees based upon lower risk tolerance design
and sometimes include additional cost sharing from individual direct beneficiaries.
Purchasing development entitlement and flood easements on islands and historical flood
plains designated by the flood management plan should be part of this program to

provide fair compensation for lost opportunities.

The current process of approval of the state cost sharing by the Central Vailey
Flood Control Board on an annual basis provides appropriate opportunity for regional
coordination in the context of the developing Flood Management Pian in accordance
with appropriéte risk tolerance design, habitat restoration, water supply opportunities

and beneficiary pays principles.
As stated above, these concepts will be reviewed further by the Central and South

Delta Water Agency Boards and perhaps San Joaquin County Flood Control and may

undergo some expansion and/or revision which we will keep you advised of as it occurs.
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